THE   JENNS
father, Lewis Lane, was the youngest of the five sons of
John Lane, yeoman, of Iddlecot (locally pronounced
'Idgecot'), and his mother was Mary Grace, daughter
of John Jenn, miller and corn-merchant of Cory Mill,
hard by.
The Jenns were descended from some Flemish
Huguenots who had settled in Devon and Cornwall in
Tudor times. There are several farms in the two coun-
ties which bear their name, two of them within a few miles
of West Putford, namely Jcnn's Thirdon, in the parish
of Bradworthy, and Jehn's Crowlcy in Milton Damerell,
The Jenns were a capable, thrifty, even a gifted race,
and many of the qualities, both practical and idealistic,
which were so markedly characteristic of John Lane,
may, with some certainty, be ascribed to his maternal
ancestry. It was, for example, a Jenn—Abel Jenn of
Halsdon in the parish of Dolton, an attorney turned
farmer—who for many years acted as agent for the
Devonshire estates of the great Sir Robert, Walpole,
Halsdon is now the seat of the Furse family, to whom
it came by inheritance, a fact which would point to some
kind of connexion between the Jenns and the Furses.
C. W. Furse, one of the most distinguished of the art
contributors to the Yellow Book^ was a son of a former
owner of Halsdon, Canon Furse of Westminster, while
William Cory, the Eton master and author of /#;;/m,
belonged to the same family, for the Furses bore the
patronymic of Johnson until, of two surviving brothers,
one assumed the name of Furse and the other (the poet)
that of Cory. It was to Halsdon that William Cory
retired after giving up work as a schoolmaster, and it
was there that he died.
John Lane's maternal grandfather, John Jenn, despite
his Huguenot ancestry, was a staunch Churchman and a
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